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supposing, which is of course in fact an impossibility, that he could come to the particular study " fresh and fasting." Novel-writing in France, as elsewhere, became more and more a business ; and so, while the level of craftsmanship might be to some extent raised, the level of artistic excellence was correspondingly lowered. It has been before observed more than once that, to the present critic, only Flaubert and Maupassant of the writers we have been discussing in these later chapters can be credited with positive genius, unless the too often smoky and malodorous torch of Zola be admitted to qualify for the Procession of the Chosen. But when we take in the whole century the retrospect is very different; and while the later period may suffer slightly in the respect just indicated, the earlier affords it some compensation in the other noted point*
There is, indeed, no exact parallel, in any literature or any branch of literature within my knowledge, to the manifold development of the French novel during these hundred years, Our own experience in the same department cannot be set in any proper comparison with it, for the four great novelists of the mid-eighteenth century, and their followers from Miss Burney downwards, with the Terror and the Political schools of the extreme close, had advanced our starting-point so far that Scott and Miss Austen possessed advantages not open to any French writer. On the other hand, the1 Sensibility School, which was far more numerously attended in France than in England, gave other openings, which w$re taken advantage of in a special direction by Benjamin Constant, and much earlier and less brilliantly, but still with important results, by Madame de Montolieu, The age-long competence of the French in conte and nouvelh was always ready for fresh adaptation ; and at the very beginning of the new century, and even earlier, two reinforcements of the most diverse character came to the French novel Pigault-Lebrun and Ducray-Dumlnil (the earliest of whose novels appeared just before the Revolution as Pigault's d^but was made just after it)